Related literature
For related literature, see: Haoyun et al. (2006) ; De Sousa et al. (1990) ; Johnson et al. (1997) ; Rys et al. (2008) . For a related synthesis see: Banerji & Kalena (1980) ; O'Donnell & Schwan (2003) . For a related crystal structure, see: Abu-Yousef et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Sousa et al., 1990; Johnson et al., 1997) . Dibenzyl trisulfide dervatives have been synthesized in moderate yield via a diimidazolyl sulfide derivative (Banerji & Kalena, 1980) . The immunomodulatory activitities, molecular mechanism, anti tumor activities and some other biological activities of dibenzyltrisulfide derivatives have been reported (Haoyun et al., 2006) .
In the title molecule ( Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and bond angles are comparable to those observed in a similar compound (Abu-Yousef et al., 2006) .
The N-protected amino acid derivative (1) (Fig. 2) was synthesized by following the described procedure for its benzyl analog (O'Donnell & Schwan, 2003) . Compound (1) was reacted with trifluoroacetic acid (20 equiv.) at 273 K for 2 hr to give amino acid derivative (2). The title compound (3) was prepared by stirring (2) in dichloromethane at room temperature in 20% yield and was crystallized by slow evaporation of a dichloromethane/methanol (9:1, v/v) solution. It should be noted that compound (2) in dichlorometane on standing at room temperature for several days also gave compound (3).
Refinement
H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 -0.99Å and were included in a ridingmodel approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of title compound. All non-H atoms are represented by 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms labeled with the suffix 'a' are related by the symmetry operator (-x + 1, -y, z). 
